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EVERY BLESSING, YOU
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AMEN.
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Liturgical Day: The 2" Sunday after Epiphany
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Sermon Title:  God Only Knows

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

It has been a dramatic, shocking, exhausting week for those of us who have
spent any time at all looking at images beamed back from Haiti. God’s children on
that island have suffered so terribly, and our hearts go out to them. I heard
someone mention this past week that he felt guilty for watching the images on the
evening news, almost as if he were invading the privacy of those who had been
hurt. At the same time, he also felt guilty that he could so easily turn off the
television and return to the comfort of his own life. I suspect that most of us could
identify with him.

We ache for the people of Haiti. And we ache for those neighbors of ours who
are there too. As we mentioned in the prayers, a number of people have been in
Haiti who are members of local Lutheran churches, or friends of members here at
Saint Peter. The few names we mentioned today are but a small representation of
the many Christians from our country who have given significantly to the people of
Haiti over the years. Some of them are doing their best to get out of harm’s way,
and return to their families. Others, who have specific skills and abilities that are
necessary in a disaster response, will be staying there and working round-the-clock
for days to come. We ache for them all.

It is hard to know what to do. Money, of course, is the primary need. In a
couple of minutes, I'll invite you to join me in responding with a special offering. As
your weekly newsletter tells you, our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has
already responded with $250,000 from our International Disaster Response fund.
And our leaders have pledged, on our behalf, that we will be sending in at least
another half million before we're done. That will help — we are fortunate to have
many people on the ground in Haiti, and systems set up that, even despite the
disruption of this disaster, will eventually be of great use in responding to this
tragedy. The money that you and I contribute today and in weeks to come through
the ELCA will go a long way in making a difference for the people who were
affected.

So we give money. Beyond that, it is hard to know what to do. A feeling of
helplessness washes over us when we stand in the face of such an awful tragedy.
And, indeed, we would be helpless, if we were all on our own. But you and I don't
believe that, do we? We don't believe that we are on our own in responding to our
brothers’ and sisters’ need, because we have been given the gift of prayer.

This morning, we pray for the people of Haiti. And as we lift up Haiti and its
people in prayer, we entrust them to the care of God, whose love and grace will
make a difference. We pray for those whose lives have been so tragically disrupted.
We pray for those who have lost their lives. We pray for those who have lost family
members and friends; who have lost health and peace; who have lost homes and
jobs. We pray for those brave and faithful souls who have journeyed there to try
and make a difference. We pray for everybody involved, and we trust that
somehow, in the mystery that is our God, our prayers will make a difference in the

lives of our friends there.

Before we begin praying, however, we need
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As St. John tells the story, Mary and Jesus and his disciples are attending a wedding in Cana of Galilee. Before
the wedding feast concludes, however, they run out of wine. This is pretty embarrassing. Weddings don't
come along all that often in Jesus’ day, and to host a wedding is a big social responsibility. The bride’s parents
do their best to make sure everything is perfect. They want to honor their daughter, of course. And they want
the townspeople to enjoy celebrating the wedding. But even more, they know that people will be talking about
this wedding for months to come. And if something happens to make them look foolish, that will be repeated
time and time again by their friends and neighbors. It is pretty embarrassing to run out of wine at a wedding
reception.

Now let’s stop and think about that for a moment. It is a party. People are having fun. They'll continue to
have fun, of course, if the wine runs out. Maybe not for quite as long, but they could certainly carry on. Mary
may be worried about the celebration. It may even be that she is thinking her good friends, the parents of the
bride, are going to be humiliated if everybody finds out. So this isn't a life-or-death situation. Nonetheless,
Mary points out to Jesus that there is a problem. And that’s all she does. “They have no wine.”

One might speculate that God would be interested in the suffering of the people in Haiti, but not all that
concerned about the wedding reception that runs out of wine. One might speculate that God would have much
more at stake when tens of thousands of people are injured and killed, than when it looks like a wedding party
is going to run its course a few hours earlier than expected. Bottom line: you might imagine God choosing to
do something in Haiti, and ignoring the lack of wine at the wedding in Cana.

Truth is, God is concerned about each of these situations. God’s heart is moved whenever humans suffer
— whether that suffering is something as minor as the lack of wine at a celebration, or something as horrific as
the death and destruction of a major earthquake. God is concerned, and invites the faithful to lift all human
suffering up in prayer. Jesus’ response to Mary at Cana is an indication of God’s desire to be involved, no
matter how minor, or how superficial the suffering might seem to be. And so we pray, even when what
concerns us isn't as epic in scale as what our Haitian neighbors are facing this week.

But this morning’s Gospel lesson may have something more to teach us about prayer. I find it very
interesting that Mary never tells Jesus what to do. She doesn't say, “Go out and find some wine.” or, “Turn
some water into wine.” or even, “You've got to do something about this.” She simply lifts up to him the
problem. “They have no wine.” She identifies the problem. She brings it to his attention. And she knows in her
heart (perhaps even better than he himself does) that he will respond in the way that will be most helpful.

Her prayer is answered, of course. Not only does he provide wine for the wedding ceremony, but it is the
finest of wines. However, when we look at this event in the light of St. John’s Gospel, we discover that the fact
that the wedding wine is replenished has very little to do with what Jesus actually accomplishes that day. This
is a far greater miracle than that. It is the first in a series of what St. John calls “signs.” Signs of who Jesus is.
Signs of what his mission is all about. Signs that will lead people to a faith in him — a faith that will transform
them at the core, and leave them looking at the world in an entirely new way.

What Jesus did that day was far more than providing a few jugs of wine. The importance of this story is
found in the very last phrase: “... and his disciples believed in him.” Mary senses there is a problem and she
simply lifts up the situation to Jesus, knowing that he will understand what is wrong, and do something about
it. Jesus may have been concerned about the wine as well. But he also knows that these kinds of situations
open up all sorts of possibilities, and he uses that event as an opportunity to begin building faith in the hearts
of his disciples.

Maybe that is why God is just as interested in the small stuff as in the huge stuff. Maybe it is that God
knows that every crisis, whether small or large, creates an opportunity to make a difference.

We're pretty sure we know what the people of Haiti need these days. They need water. They need
medical care. They need food. They need shelter. They need help in protecting themselves from decaying
bodies and the spread of diseases. They will eventually need help in rebuilding the infrastructure of their
country. That’s what we see. But I wonder what else God sees. As God goes about providing water and
medical care and food and shelter... what else will God provide? Who will be moved by the kindness of
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Christians? Who will begin to believe because of the compassion they receive? Who will be inspired to faithful
service by being part of the solution for the difficulties in Haiti today? And in what other ways will God use this
horrible event to make something good — something sacred — take place?

We really ought to learn a thing or two about prayer from the mother of Jesus. We really ought, like her,

to lift up individuals and situations when we are aware that things aren't quite right. But maybe we ought to
refrain from assuming that we know what is needed. Maybe, in our prayers, we can remember that God sees
far more than we do. And God will provide far more than we can imagine.

So today, we lift up our neighbors in Haiti. We know that there is so much pain and brokenness there.

We believe that God knows this much more intimately than we ever can. So, God, be with your people there.
Provide them with all that you know they need. And in whatever ways you can use us, put us to work to be
your eyes and ears and hands and feet for your children in this broken world.

Amen.

David J. Risendal, Pastor

English Text:

21 0n the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. ?
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. > When the wine gave out, the mother of
Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” * And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you
and to me? My hour has not yet come.” > His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” ®
Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty
or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. ®
He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. ° When the
steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the
servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom *° and said to him,
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.
But you have kept the good wine until now.” ™ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galileg,
and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.” "

Greek Text:

> Kai my fjuéoa ) toitn ydpog éyéveto év Kava g FaAtlaiag, kai 4V 1) pjtne tou ITnoou
el > &xAnOn d¢ kai 6 Tnooug kai ol HadnTai avTov eig TOV YAUOV. * kal DoTEQHTAVTOG 0IVOL Aéyel
1) WjTNE ToU TNooU MRS avTdV- 0ivov ovk Exovoty. * [kai] Aéyet adT 6 Tnooug: Ti épol kai 0of,
yovay; 00w ket 1) A pov. * Aéyel 1) UiTNE AvTOU ToIG dlarkdvolg: 6 Tt &v Aéyn vuiv mowjoarte. ©
noav d¢ éxel AlBwva VORI EE kKt TOV kKaBaELo OV TV Tovdaiwv Kelpeval, xweovoat dvi
HETENTAS dVO 1) TOELS. 7)\éyst avtols 6 Tnoovs: yeploate tag 0VdRlaG BdATOS. Kal Eyépoay avtag €wg
dvw. *reai Aéyel aUTolG: AVTAoATE VUV Kal GEQETE T AQXITOKAIVG: of dE fiveykav. * wg dE
&yevoato O AQXLTOIKALVOG TO UdwQ 0lvov yeyevnuévov kai ovk 1)deL oBev ¢ativ, ol d¢ didkovol
fdetoav of NVTANKOTES TO BOWQE, Pprwvel TOV VuuDioV 6 doxIToikAvog ¥ kai Aéyel adTe: Tag
GvOQWTOG TMEWTOV TOV KAAOV olvov tifnow kai dtav pebuobwoty Tov EAGOTw: oL TETHENKAS TOV
KaAov olvov éwg &otL. ' Tavtnv émoinoev doxmV Twv onueiwv 6 Tnoous év Kava g FTadlaiag kai
EhavéQuoev TV dOEAV aToU, KAl émioTevoay €ig abToV of padntai avtou.
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St. John 2:1-11, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of

Christ in the United States of America).

St. John 2:1-11, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren, Allen,

(© 1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellscht Stuttgart).



