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Focused, Hard-working, Determined

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

This morning’s Gospel lesson contains a great fishing story. I love a great
fishing story. I've heard a few, and I've lived a few, and I've told a few. Some of
my fishing stories are even true! Most great fishing stories are classified as such
because of an extraordinary catch of fish, or because of the companionship shared
between those who are fishing, or because of the spectacular scenery that
surrounds the experience. The great fishing story in this morning’s Gospel lesson
includes its share of these attributes. But this story is great not because it's about
fish, but because it's about our central purpose as Christians.

It is a familiar story. It comes up at worship every three years, and is a
favorite of Sunday School teachers. Most of you could probably tell it, without even
using your Bibles. It takes place early on during the ministry of Jesus. He is
teaching a great crowd at the Lake of Gennesaret, and as the crowd presses in on
him, he decides to board a small fishing boat -- the one belonging to Simon. They
go out a few feet, so Jesus can teach the people from the boat. Simon and his
friends are there because they have just spent a long night in the boats. They have
fished for hours, and have come up empty. As they reach the shore, the last
thought in their minds is to go back out and start fishing again. They just want to
get the nets cleaned and mended, so they can go to their homes and get some
rest.

That is not to be, though. When Jesus finishes teaching the people, he turns
to Simon and his friends, and directs them to put out a little further and drop the
nets again. Simon resists at first. After all, he has fished all night long when the
fishing was best on that lake. They haven't caught a thing at the best time of day,
and now Jesus wants them to put out their nets when every fish in the lake can
see the nets from 500 yards away. Yet at the word of Jesus, Simon goes against
his better judgment, and lets the nets down again. Much to his surprise, they
gather in so many fish that the nets are beginning to break.

Simon immediately realizes that he is in the presence of the sacred. He
drops to his knees in front of Jesus, expresses his feelings of unworthiness, and
asks Jesus to go away from him. Jesus will have nothing to do that that, though.
Instead, he does the exact opposite. He invites Simon into his inner circle, and
declares that from this time on, Simon will be catching people with Jesus.

The very first words of instruction that the disciples receive from Jesus in
the Gospel according to St. Luke, is that they are to leave their occupations as
professional fishermen, and begin to fish for people instead. I will make you
fishers of men,” we used to sing. This is the first word to the disciples in St. Luke,
and it will become the focus of their efforts for some time to come. They will begin
to fish for people -- they will begin to draw others into the kingdom of God that
they are just now beginning to experience for
themselves.
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This is a surprising move for those first century fishermen. A central concern of the Jewish faith
has been, for years, the effort to separate themselves from unbelievers. Their cleanliness laws, their
dietary laws, their regulations regarding who they can eat with, talk with, and shake hands with... all of
these laws seek to establish a clean line of division between faithful Jews and outsiders. Yet Jesus, in
recruiting his followers, gives to them this first directive: that they will work with him to catch people --
to draw people into the kingdom of God -- to begin including those whom the law has, for years,
sought to exclude. It is a dramatic first task to assign to these disciples, and as we know now, a hint of
what is to come. Jesus will draw God’s people into an entirely new direction -- and their faith will never
be the same.

It may have seemed surprising to them, but of course it isn't for us. The first half of our Mission
Statement reminds us that we are "Welcomed into God’s love,” and called to help others discover that
they too are “"Welcomed into God'’s love.” We understand that our purpose is to invite others into the
grace of God that we have received. And the image provided for us this morning is that of these first
century fishermen on the lake of Gennesaret. What we embrace as a central purpose, the disciples are
just starting to glimpse, here at the beginning of St. Luke’s Gospel. But how do we do that?

Before we go too far down that road, we need to think a bit about the image of the fishing net. I
certainly don't want to be found to be questioning Jesus’ judgment, but I suspect that this particular
image may not be the most helpful one he ever came up with. The fishing net is a fairly violent image,
actually. It suggests that we bring people into the kingdom of God by force, and against their will.
Moving ahead with that understanding, the church has erred in some very unfortunate ways over the
years.

But perhaps it is not so much the image of the net that Jesus has in mind, as the image of the
fishermen. We think of these hard-working, determined fishermen. With a single-minded focus, they
work through the night, fighting off the rolling seas, cold breezes, and backbreaking labor of throwing
the nets out and drawing them in over and over and over again. They are dedicated men. They have
learned to use every gift and ability at their disposal to succeed as a fisherman. And they are confident
that if they persist, they will be rewarded for their efforts.

This may be better encouragement for us today than anything else in this story. What would it
look like for today’s Christian to be just as focused, just as hardworking, just as determined? And to
draw it a bit closer, what would it look like if the members of this congregation were just as focused,
just as hard-working, and just as determined?

I say that because we have our Annual Congregation Meeting this afternoon, following the late
service. During that meeting, we'll try to take a reading on how well we did this past year in pursuing
our mission as a Christian congregation. We'll elect some new leaders, and approve some of the initial
plans we have laid for this coming year. Those of you who are members of Saint Peter are asked to be
part of this meeting. (Those of you who are guests are invited to join us as well, and I encourage you
to do so: it will give you a good idea of what we are all about as a congregation.) We need you to
know what we are trying to accomplish. We need your support. We need your participation.

This could be a great year for us. We just sent an invitation to three dozen families whom we
consider to be prospective members of this congregation. We are about to kick off an exterior
remodeling project that will completely transform our front yard, and make a much stronger impression
on those who are passing by. We're hopeful that the relatively good financial report published by the
government this past week is a sign of what’s to come. I am certain that this is going to be a great
year for us.

But we need each of you to make it a priority in your lives We need each of you to engage in the
work of this congregation with the focus, the work-ethic and the determination of a first century
fisherman. We need each of you to discover what gifts and abilities God has given to you, and how you
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can put them to use for God through this congregation. We need each you to do what you can to
strengthen the life of this congregation, and its ability to welcome others into the grace of God. If that
happens — when that happens — I have no doubt that this is going to be a great year for us. I have no
doubt that God will accomplish a great deal through us.

Like those fishermen, Jesus calls us to use our gifts and abilities, and to give our very best, to
continue this ministry of fishing for people: this ministry of understanding that we are all welcomed into
God’s love, just as we are. It is @ message that has given our lives hope and stability. It is a message
that could mean so much to others, who don't yet share our faith. Today Jesus calls us to fish for
people — let us be faithful in the attempt.

Amen.

David J. Risendal, Pastor

English Text:

>1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was
pressing in on him to hear the word of God, % he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake;
the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. > He got into one of the
boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then
he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. * When he had finished speaking, he said to
Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” ® Simon answered,
“Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let
down the nets.” ® When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were
beginning to break. ’ So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them.
And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. ® But when Simon Peter saw it,
he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” ° For he
and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; *°and so also
were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to
Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” ** When they had brought
their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. "

Greek Text:
5.1, 7 ) N \ 1 P ~ > N A 7 \ 7 N N \ 5\ EN 1 \
EyéveTo 6€ €v T TOV ooV emikeloBal avT@ kal akovely Tov Aoyov Tol Beol kal auToS Y €0TWS
\ A 7 7 2 \ EN 7 ~ 3 PN \ \ ’ 3 [N PN 3 9 > ~
mapad TNV Aipvny FevvnoapéT “kal eldev 6vo mAola eoTATA Tapd TNV Alpvny- ol 6 aAlels am’ avTGY
3 ’ v \ ’ 3 \ \ 9 o A ’ oA ’ > ’ 3\ 5 \ A A
amoPavTes €mAVVOV Td dLKTUA. "€PPAS O€ €ls €V TAV TAolwy, 0 NV Z{LwVos, NPOTNOEY AUTOV dTo THS YIS
~ A 4 N
emravayayeiv OAlyov- kabloas 8¢ ék To0 TAolov €6(8acker Tovs dxhovs. “Qs 8¢ émaltoaTo \aidv, elTey Tpos
\ 7 ) 7 ) \ ’ \ ’ \ ’ ¢ N B ¥ 5 g \ ’
ToV Zlpwva- emavdyaye els To BaBos kal XaldodTe Td dIKTVA VLAY €ls dypav. *kal amokplBels Zpwy
A ) ’ y \ 7 LR o\ 7 LR \ P A ’ \ ’
€LTEV: €EMOTATA, 6L OANS VUKTOS KOTLATAVTES OUOEV ENAPOWLEV- €TTL OE T PYLATL OOV XAAATW TA SIKTUA.
6 \ A 7 7 A ’ 7 7 7 \ \ 7 > ~ 7 \
Kal ToUTo TooavTes ouvékheltoar mANB0s LxOUwY oAU, SLepp|ooeTo € Ta dlKkTVA AVTAV. 'Kal
/ ~ / b ~A / e A D 4 /7 K ~ A\ A AN Y
KaTeEvevoay Tols LeTOXOLS €V TQ €Tépw TAolw ToU eABOVTAS ocullafeaBal avTols: kal AoV kal emAnoav
N 8 N .
apddéTepa Ta mhota GdoTe Pubilecbal atTd. 1Swr 8¢ Zipwv IéTpos mpooémeoer Tols yovaowy 'Incod Mywy-
¥ 3 ) A LN ¢ ’ ) 7 On 7 \ ’ 3\ \ ’ N N > A~
€EelBe am’ épod, 6TL Avnp ApapTolOS €L, KOpLE. “BAILBOS Yap TEPLETXEY aUTOV KAl TAVTAS TOUS OUV AUTY
LN A ¥ AL 7 [N 7 10¢ ’ \ \ a7 7 Ny / LN ’ a A
eml TH dypa TAV LXBVwY bV ovvéraBor, “opoiws 6€ kal Takwpov kal ludvvny viovs ZeBedalov, ol fjoav
\ A ’ A \ \ ’ € A \ A9 N A A s ’ ” N
Kolwwrol Te Z{pwvL. Kal elmer mpos Tov Zipwra o 'Incols- pun dofod: amo Tol viv avbpumous €on {wypdv.

11 \ , \ ~ PR \ A2 2 ’ 9 , s A il
KAl KATAYAYOVTES TA mTAola eml ™mv ynv (I(bGVTGS TavTa T]KO)\OUGT]OQV avTw.

' Alist of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at www.elca.org/worship/church_year.

I St. Luke 5:1-11, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America).

il St, Luke 5:1-11, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and
Wikgren, Allen, (© 1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellscht Stuttgart).



