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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
ALMIGHTY GOD, YOU
ANOINTED JESUS AT HIS
BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY
SPIRIT AND REVEALED HIM AS
YOUR BELOVED SON. KEEP
ALL WHO ARE BORN OF
WATER AND THE SPIRIT
FAITHFUL IN YOUR SERVICE,
THAT WE MAY REJOICE TO
BE CALLED CHILDREN OF
GOD, THROUGH JESUS
CHRIST, OUR SAVIOR AND
LORD, WHO LIVES AND
REIGNS WITH YOU AND THE
HoLY SPRIT, ONE GOD,
NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.
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Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

In the sixteenth chapter of first Samuel, the prophet Samuel traveled to the
home of Jesse, in Bethlehem, to find a new king for Israel. When he arrived there,
he worshipped with Jesse and his family, and one-by-one he looked at each of
Jesse’s sons. First he looked at the eldest, Eliab, and thought he must be the one
God had chosen. But the Lord spoke to Samuel and said, “No, not this one.” Next
he looked at Abinadab, and the Lord’s response was the same. So too with
Shammah and the others, until seven of Jesse’s eight sons had met Samuel — but
none of them was the right one. Finally Samuel asked Jesse if all of his sons were
present. Jesse told him that his youngest son, David, was out watching the sheep.

David was brought in, Samuel was moved by God to make him king, and
immediately he anointed him. Samuel took a flask of oil, poured it on his head, and
the Spirit of the Lord rested upon David from that time onward. David had been
anointed by God, through the ministry of the prophet Samuel, to become Israel’s
king. After that, nothing that King Saul could do (and he tried regularly) would keep
David from fulfilling his calling. Eventually he became Israel’s greatest King. Why?
Because God had anointed him for that ministry, and there is a power in God's
anointing.

In the third chapter of St. Luke (the third book in the New Testament), the
prophet John the Baptizer was baptizing in the region around the Jordan. Many
people came to him, repented of their sinfulness, and were baptized by him as a
sign of their desire to have renewal in their lives. While John was there, Jesus (who,
like his ancestor David, was born in Bethlehem) came out and joined the crowd that
was following him.

After Jesus had been baptized, he began to pray. As he prayed, the heavens
were opened and the Spirit of the Lord descended, and rested on him. And a voice
was heard, coming from the heavens saying, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with
you | am well pleased.” Jesus was anointed by Spirit, through the ministry of John,
to become the Savior of the world. After that, nothing that the devil or the religious
insiders in Jerusalem would do could keep Jesus from fulfilling his calling.
Eventually he defeated death itself, winning the right to offer eternal life to you and
me. Why? Because God had anointed him for that ministry.

When God'’s hand is laid upon a faithful believer, something powerful
happens. There is a choosing — an anointing — a setting aside for ministry. David
knew that, and even though he may have been tempted to turn away from his
calling, the Spirit of God that lived on in him continued to lead him on to rule God’s
people from Jerusalem. Jesus knew that, and even though (during the last week of
his life) he asked to be relieved of that call, praying so fervently that tears of blood
formed on his brow, the Spirit of God that lived on in him continued to lead him on
to Golgotha. David and Jesus were both anointed for the ministry that God gave to
them, and the strength of that anointing gave them an extraordinary power: the

power of the Holy Spirit.

Today is the First Sunday after the Epiphany —
a day called The Baptism of Our Lord. Each year on
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this day, we remember our Lord’s baptism, and consider God’s gift of Baptism that has been given to us.
There are many meanings associated with Baptism. Primarily, Baptism confers to us the promises of the faith,
as we say often on Sundays: Through our baptism into the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, we
have been given the gift of forgiveness and the hope of eternal life.

Baptism is also a sign of regeneration. Especially for those of us who receive this gift later on in life,
Baptism can be a sign of what God has accomplished in a person’s life, inspiring us with faith, and giving us a
desire to belong to the church. For some people, Baptism is an act of entrusting a son or a daughter to God:
asking that God be with them as they grow and mature, desiring that they will become adults who love and
cherish the faith. But this morning, I find myself remembering that Baptism is also an anointing — a means by
which God calls us to ministry.

Now some of you might think that sounds kind of strange. You might be tempted to say, "That may be
true, but not for me. I'm not a minister. I'm not a missionary. I'm not an evangelist. I have my own
occupation, and it's certainly not preaching.” But nothing could be farther from the truth. Our faith teaches
that when we were baptized, we were anointed for ministry — each and every one of us — a ministry that
takes place in our day-to-day lives, whatever the setting for those days might be. Part of what it means to be
a person of faith, is to discover where and how God is calling us to use our personal gifts for ministry.

Martin Luther and his colleagues had a phrase for this: they called it the Priesthood of All Believers. Back
in the sixteenth century, priests were powerful people. They were well educated, well connected, and well
known. They carried out virtually all the ministry of the church. Nothing was done in the name of Christ, unless
they had some part in it. Luther and the reformers realized that this was wrong, and began to emphasize that
ministry was not the property of priests alone. All people who are baptized into the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, are also baptized into his ministry. As the Spirit enters into a life in Baptism, it empowers that
person for ministry. It is a choosing: God’s choosing. It is an anointing: God'’s anointing. And based on that
belief, our church teaches that all the baptized are members of the priesthood of this church, not just those
(like me) who have been set aside for the ministry of Word and Sacrament. But also you, who are involved in
ministry day after day after day. Ministry is not just what happens inside these walls: it is what happens when
believers take the calling of their baptism seriously, and seek to live it out every day of their lives.

A schoolteacher makes a special effort to reach out to one of her students who is struggling because of
trouble at home, and participates in the ministry of God’s kingdom. A politician takes a difficult stand on an
issue of justice, and participates in the ministry of God’s kingdom. A mail carrier helps a lost child find his way
back home, and participates in the ministry of God’s kingdom. A student stands up for another student who is
being teased by a crowd, and participates in the ministry of God’s kingdom. A homemaker brings a meal to a
family where there is grief or iliness, and participates in the ministry of God’s kingdom. A store clerk offers the
gift of kindness to a customer and participates in the ministry of God’s kingdom. An office worker shares the
faith with someone who has lost their way in life and participates in the ministry of God’s kingdom.

Brothers and sisters, priests every one of us, we've come here to celebrate the fact that God has blessed
us with faith, and assured us of salvation. We've come here to be reminded that through us, the Holy Spirit
seeks to carry on the ministry our Lord began, and for that purpose, each of us has been anointed in the
waters of our baptism. May we leave this place, confident of those promises. And determined to share them
with the hurts and the pains of this world Amen.

Amen.
David J. Risendal, Pastor
English Text:
315 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning

John, whether he might be the Messiah, ‘® John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his

A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at www.elca.org/worship/church_year.
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sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. !’ His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear
his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unguenchable fire.”

['® So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. *° But Herod
the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the
evil things that Herod had done, %° added to them all by shutting up John in prison.]

! Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was
praying, the heaven was opened, % and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” "

Greek Text:

315 TTpoodOKWVTOC O€ TOD AX0D KXl SLXAOYLCOMEVWV TIRVTWY €V THLG KXPOLXLE XOTWV
TrepL TOO TWXVVOUL, UATTOTE XUTOC EEN O XPLOTOC, 16 XTTEKPLVXTO AEYWV TTROLV O Tw&vvng -
EYW MEV dXTL BATITICW LUAG - EPXETHL OE O LOXLPOTEPOC MOV, 00 OUK ELML LKAXVOG ADOXL TOV
IMAVTX TWV OTTOdNUATWY XOTOO - XOTOG VMRS BARTTTIOEL €V TIVEVDUXTL XYLw KXL TTUPL- 17 00
TO TITOOV €V TH XELPL XUTOD dXKKOXPXL TAV AWVX XUTOD KXL CUVXYXYELV TOV GLTOV ELG TRV
XTTo0OAKNY XOTOD, TO OE XUPOV KATRKXUOEL TTUPL XOBETTW.

['8 TTOAAX MEV 00V KX TEPX TIXPARKXAWY EVNYYEALTETO TOV AxOV. 19 O 8¢ Hppdng o
TETPRAPXNG, EAEYXOMEVOC LTT x0TOD TTEPL HpwdiLddog TAC Yuvakog ToD adeAdold xOTOD
KXL TTEPL TIRVTWYV WV ETTOLNCEV TTOVNPWYV 0 HppdNnc, 20 TTpooédnKev KXL TOOTO ETTL TIROLV
[kxl] KXTEKAELTEV TOV Twdvvny €v dLAXKN.]

21 EyéveTo O€ ev TW) BATITLODAVXL TTRVTX TOV AXOV KXL Inood BaTTTIo0EVTOG KXl
TIPOTEVXOMEVOU XVEWXOAVXL TOV 0VPXVOV 22 KXL KXTXBAVXL TO TIVEOUX TO YLOV CWMXTLKW
€EDEL WG TTEPLOTEPRV ETT’ XUTOV, KXL dwvnV €E oLPpxvoD YeVETDXL: TV €L O LLOG MOV O
XyXTINTOC, €V 00L €0dOKNOX."
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